
           NORTH REGIONAL MAJOR CRIMES TASK FORCE 
   

PUBLIC NOTICE 

March 2, 2018 
 

In accordance with Illinois Compiled Statutes, specifically 50 ILCS 727/, this Public Notice is being 

published.  In summary: 

 

On September 21, 2017, the Glencoe Public Safety Department and the North Regional Major Crimes 

Task Force (NORTAF) Major Crash Assistance Team (MCAT) initiated an investigation regarding a 

single vehicle (motorcycle) fatal traffic crash involving George Berdebes, 29, of Bourbonnais, Illinois. 

The body of Mr. Berdebes was found off the roadway near the intersection of Lake Cook and Sheridan 

roads at approximately 6:45 a.m. that morning. The preliminary investigation suggested that the crash 

took place earlier that morning. It was determined that prior to the crash, Mr. Berdebes was travelling 

with a group of motorcyclists. At approximately 1:45 a.m., a Glencoe Public Safety officer witnessed the 

motorcyclists travelling northbound on Sheridan Road.  The officer attempted to initiate a traffic stop for 

traffic violations but the motorcyclists increased speed and refused to stop. The motorcyclists fled the area 

and Glencoe officers were unaware of the crash until the body was discovered. 

On September 22, 2017, the Glencoe Public Safety Department requested that the North Regional Major 

Crimes Task Force (NORTAF) Major Crimes Unit conduct an independent investigation into the traffic 

crash in accordance with  the requirements of 50 ILCS 727/.   

 

NORTAF criminal investigators were provided with copies of all reports and related materials, including 

videotapes from squad cars, computer aided dispatch activity, squad car computer activity, police radio 

traffic, 9-1-1 calls, and all other evidence related to the crash.  NORTAF investigators conducted 

interviews with the Glencoe Public Safety officers that were on duty at the time of the incident, as well as 

other parties tied to Mr. Berdebes.  NORTAF investigators also reviewed all video and physical evidence 

relevant to the case.   NORTAF MCAT (a separate unit of NORTAF) conducted the crash reconstruction 

investigation and coordinated with NORTAF criminal investigators.  In all, investigators developed and 

completed 72 leads and assignments during the investigation.   

 

During the course of the NORTAF investigation, a quantity of a white powdery substance that was 

discovered on the person of Mr. Berdebes was analyzed by the Northeastern Illinois Regional Crime 

Laboratory and identified as cocaine.  In addition, a toxicology report ordered by the Cook County 

Medical Examiner’s Office indicated that Mr. Berdebes had Cocaine and Benzoylecgonine in his blood at 

the time of his death.  The Medical Examiner conducted an autopsy and determined that Mr. Berdebes 

died as a result of multiple blunt force injuries due to a motorcycle accident.   

 

On January 3, 2018, the NORTAF investigation was completed and the investigative and crash 

reconstruction case files were forwarded to the Cook County State’s Attorney Special Prosecutions 

Bureau for review in accordance with 50 ILCS 727/.   

 

On February 27, 2018, the Cook County State’s Attorney Special Prosecutions Bureau completed their 

review of the case and determined that the actions of Glencoe Public Safety officers were in compliance 

with Illinois law. 

 


